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Now that the Bank of Japan (BOJ) has exited its unconventional policy measures, particularly negative interest rates, 
the key question among global investors, especially those who remember Japan’s years of stop-start recovery 
attempts, is whether this time is really different. In other words, is there enough gas left in Japan’s tank? We believe 
the answer is yes, because Japan’s economic recovery is filtering through to household prosperity, underpinning 
the foundations of a structural recovery, rather than another flash-in-the-pan cyclical upturn.  
 
Three compelling components to Japan’s domestic growth story are:  

- The pursuit of more “home-grown” investing 
- Retirement planning implications 
- Japan’s role as a “Magnificent Seven” diversifier 

 
Japan’s pursuit of more “home-grown” investment  
Households in Japan have historically been chronically underinvested in financial markets compared to global 
counterparts. However, while building up cash savings— even in a zero-interest rate environment—was rational in 
a deflationary economy, doing so amid even mild reflationary conditions is not. Reflation presents households with 
a clear monetary incentive to participate in financial markets and to seek returns at least capable of keeping up with 
the still-unfamiliar challenge of inflation. A reason to expect future income growth now provides a catalyst for 
behavioural change. 
 
On this front, the new Nippon Individual Savings Account (NISA) regulations that took effect in 2024 are well-timed. 
Not only do NISA's tax incentives encourage the accumulation of long-term savings in financial market instruments, 
but they also provide incentives for market entry in the current year. They also prioritise long-term investing, 
opening the door to dollar cost averaging and to the exponential benefits of compounding investment returns over 
time, known in the West as “the eighth wonder of the world”. 
 
Retirement planning implications 
Now that the NISA system has been reworked, it seems likely that the next target for reform will be changes in the 
tax treatment of retirement vehicles, which would further encourage households to participate in financial markets. 
The “wealth effect” suggests that people tend to spend more as the value of their assets rise. When people see their 
investments growing or their home values rising, they feel more secure about their financial future. This increased 
confidence can lead them to spend more on goods and services. Therefore, real wage rises coupled with greater 
equity market participation could have a huge positive impact on Japanese households, and Japan’s economic 
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growth in total. Even a small marginal change in domestic consumption and investments could have a meaningful 
impact on GDP overall. 
 
Japan’s role as a “Magnificent Seven” diversifier 
One of the most notable trends over the past couple of years has been the performance of the “Magnificent Seven” 
technology mega-caps in the US, with Apple, Microsoft, Nvidia, Tesla, Alphabet, Amazon and Meta buoyed by the 
potential for artificial intelligence (AI) to transform global industries. By contrast, Japan’s equity market progress 
really has been much more broad-based. And in terms of valuations, there’s little to suggest Japanese equities are 
overvalued.  
 
Valuations are not as stretched compared to historical valuations of US (and therefore world) stocks over the last 20 
years. Indeed, looking at the US and the MSCI ACWI, Japanese forward price-to-earnings are still within their 20-year 
historical range. Any investors who feel valuations look stretched in the US may want to consider increasing their 
exposure to Japan, where more bargains are likely to be had, before the cycle starts to turn.  
 
Chart 1: MSCI, Mid & Large Cap, 12m-forward P/E (data for the last 20 years) 

 
Source: MSCI, Nikko AM Global Strategy & Macrobond. Data as of June 29, 2024. 
 
Summary  
The current conditions driving Japan’s normalisation are conducive to sustained secular out-performance in 
Japanese equities, given that the structural reforms taking place are of a long-term nature. For overseas investors 
who failed to participate fully in Japan’s equity market comeback in 2023, we would argue that it’s not too late and 
that the volatility in 2024 is providing a long-term opportunity to gain exposure to Japan’s rebirth. 
 
To learn more about unlocking hidden value in Japan, download the Nikko AM investment guide here. 
 

 
 

Important information: This document is prepared by Nikko Asset Management Co., Ltd. and/or its affiliates (Nikko AM) and is for distribution 
only under such circumstances as may be permitted by applicable laws. This document does not constitute personal investment advice or a 
personal recommendation and it does not consider in any way the objectives, financial situation or needs of any recipients. All recipients are 
recommended to consult with their independent tax, financial and legal advisers prior to any investment. 
This document is for information purposes only and is not intended to be an offer, or a solicitation of an offer, to buy or sell any investments or 
participate in any trading strategy. Moreover, the information in this document will not affect Nikko AM’s investment strategy in any way. The 
information and opinions in this document have been derived from or reached from sources believed in good faith to be reliable but have not 
been independently verified. Nikko AM makes no guarantee, representation or warranty, express or implied, and accepts no responsibility or 
liability for the accuracy or completeness of this document. No reliance should be placed on any assumptions, forecasts, projections, estimates or 
prospects contained within this document. This document should not be regarded by recipients as a substitute for the exercise of their own 
judgment. Opinions stated in this document may change without notice. 

If you have any questions on this report, please contact: 
 
Nikko AM team in Europe 
Email: EMEAenquiries@nikkoam.com 
 

https://hub.nikkoam.com/en/japan-equity-investment-guide
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In any investment, past performance is neither an indication nor guarantee of future performance and a loss of capital may occur. Estimates of 
future performance are based on assumptions that may not be realised. Investors should be able to withstand the loss of any principal investment. 
The mention of individual securities, sectors, regions or countries within this document does not imply a recommendation to buy or sell. 
Nikko AM accepts no liability whatsoever for any loss or damage of any kind arising out of the use of all or any part of this document, provided 
that nothing herein excludes or restricts any liability of Nikko AM under applicable regulatory rules or requirements. 
All information contained in this document is solely for the attention and use of the intended recipients. Any use beyond that intended by Nikko 
AM is strictly prohibited. 
Japan: The information contained in this document pertaining specifically to the investment products is not directed at persons in Japan nor is it 
intended for distribution to persons in Japan. Registration Number: Director of the Kanto Local Finance Bureau (Financial Instruments firms) No. 
368 Member Associations: The Investment Trusts Association, Japan/Japan Investment Advisers Association. 
United Kingdom: This document is communicated by Nikko Asset Management Europe Ltd, which is authorised and regulated in the United 
Kingdom by the Financial Conduct Authority (the FCA) (FRN 122084). This document constitutes a financial promotion for the purposes of the 
Financial Services and Markets Act 2000 (as amended) (FSMA) and the rules of the FCA in the United Kingdom, and is directed at professional 
clients as defined in the FCA Handbook of Rules and Guidance.  
Luxembourg and Germany: This document is communicated by Nikko Asset Management Luxembourg S.A., which is authorised and regulated in 
the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg by the Commission de Surveillance du Secteur Financier (the CSSF) as a management company authorised 
under Chapter 15 of the Law of 17 December 2010 (No S00000717) and as an alternative investment fund manager according to the Law of 12 July 
2013 (No. A00002630). 
United States:  This document may not be duplicated, quoted, discussed or otherwise shared without prior consent. An offering of any investments, 
securities or investment advisory services with respect to securities may only be made by receipt of relevant and complete offering documentation 
and agreements, as applicable. Any offering or distribution of a Fund in the United States may only be conducted via a licensed and registered 
broker-dealer or a duly qualified entity. Nikko Asset Management Americas, Inc. is a United States Registered Investment Adviser. 
Singapore: This document is for information to institutional investors as defined in the Securities and Futures Act (Chapter 289), and intermediaries 
only. Nikko Asset Management Asia Limited (Co. Reg. No. 198202562H) is regulated by the Monetary Authority of Singapore. 
Hong Kong: This document is for information to professional investors as defined in the Securities and Futures Ordinance, and intermediaries only. 
The contents of this document have not been reviewed by the Securities and Futures Commission or any regulatory authority in Hong Kong. Nikko 
Asset Management Hong Kong Limited is a licensed corporation in Hong Kong. 
New Zealand: This document is issued in New Zealand by Nikko Asset Management New Zealand Limited (Company No. 606057, FSP22562). It 
is for the use of wholesale clients, researchers, licensed financial advisers and their authorised representatives only. 
Kingdom of Bahrain: The document has not been approved by the Central Bank of Bahrain which takes no responsibility for its contents. No offer 
to the public to purchase the Strategy will be made in the Kingdom of Bahrain and this document is intended to be read by the addressee only 
and must not be passed to, issued to, or shown to the public generally. 
Kuwait: This document is not for general circulation to the public in Kuwait. The Strategy has not been licensed for offering in Kuwait by the Kuwaiti 
Capital Markets Authority or any other relevant Kuwaiti government agency. The offering of the Strategy in Kuwait on the basis a private placement 
or public offering is, therefore, restricted in accordance with Decree Law No. 7 of 2010 and the bylaws thereto (as amended). No private or public 
offering of the Strategy is being made in Kuwait, and no agreement relating to the sale of the Strategy will be concluded in Kuwait. No marketing 
or solicitation or inducement activities are being used to offer or market the Strategy in Kuwait. 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia: This document is communicated by Nikko Asset Management Europe Ltd (Nikko AME), which is authorised and regulated 
by the Financial Services and Markets Act 2000 (as amended) (FSMA) and the rules of the Financial Conduct Authority (the FCA) in the United 
Kingdom (the FCA Rules). This document should not be reproduced, redistributed, or sent directly or indirectly to any other party or published in 
full or in part for any purpose whatsoever without a prior written permission from Nikko AME. 
This document does not constitute investment advice or a personal recommendation and does not consider in any way the suitability or 
appropriateness of the subject matter for the individual circumstances of any recipient. In providing a person with this document, Nikko AME is 
not treating that person as a client for the purposes of the FCA Rules other than those relating to financial promotion and that person will not 
therefore benefit from any protections that would be available to such clients. 
Nikko AME and its associates and/or its or their officers, directors or employees may have or have had positions or material interests, may at any 
time make purchases and/or sales as principal or agent, may provide or have provided corporate finance services to issuers or may provide or 
have provided significant advice or investment services in any investments referred to in this document or in related investments. Relevant 
confidential information, if any, known within any company in the Nikko AM group or Sumitomo Mitsui Trust Holdings group and not available to 
Nikko AME because of regulations or internal procedure is not reflected in this document. The investments mentioned in this document may not 
be eligible for sale in some states or countries, and they may not be suitable for all types of investors. 
Oman: The information contained in this document nether constitutes a public offer of securities in the Sultanate of Oman as contemplated by 
the Commercial companies law of Oman (Royal decree 4/74) or the Capital Markets Law of Oman (Royal Decree80/98, nor does it constitute an 
offer to sell, or the solicitation of any offer to buy non-Omani securities in the Sultanate of Oman as contemplated by Article 139 of the Executive 
Regulations to the Capital Market law (issued by Decision No. 1/2009). This document is not intended to lead to the conclusion of any contract of 
whatsoever nature within the territory of the Sultanate of Oman. 
Qatar (excluding QFC): The Strategies are only being offered to a limited number of investors who are willing and able to conduct an independent 
investigation of the risks involved in an investment in such Strategies. The document does not constitute an offer to the public and should not be 
reproduced, redistributed, or sent directly or indirectly to any other party or published in full or in part for any purpose whatsoever without a prior 
written permission from Nikko Asset Management Europe Ltd (Nikko AME). No transaction will be concluded in your jurisdiction and any inquiries 
regarding the Strategies should be made to Nikko AME. 
United Arab Emirates (excluding DIFC): This document and the information contained herein, do not constitute, and is not intended to constitute, 
a public offer of securities in the United Arab Emirates and accordingly should not be construed as such. The Strategy is only being offered to a 
limited number of investors in the UAE who are (a) willing and able to conduct an independent investigation of the risks involved in an investment 
in such Strategy, and (b) upon their specific request. 
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The Strategy has not been approved by or licensed or registered with the UAE Central Bank, the Securities and Commodities Authority or any 
other relevant licensing authorities or governmental agencies in the UAE. This document is for the use of the named addressee only and should 
not be given or shown to any other person (other than employees, agents or consultants in connection with the addressee's consideration thereof). 
No transaction will be concluded in the UAE and any inquiries regarding the Strategy should be made to Nikko Asset Management Europe Ltd. 
Republic of Korea: This document is being provided for general information purposes only, and shall not, and under no circumstances is, to be 
construed as, an offering of financial investment products or services. Nikko AM is not making any representation with respect to the eligibility of 
any person to acquire any financial investment product or service. The offering and sale of any financial investment product is subject to the 
applicable regulations of the Republic of Korea. Any interests in a fund or collective investment scheme shall be sold after such fund is registered 
under the private placement registration regime in accordance with the applicable regulations of the Republic of Korea, and the offering of such 
registered fund shall be conducted only through a locally licensed distributor. 
Canada: The information provide herein does not constitute any form of financial opinion or investment advice on the part of Nikko AM and it 
should not be relied on as such. It does not constitute a prospectus, offering memorandum or private placement memorandum in Canada, and 
may not be used in making any investment decision. It should not be considered a solicitation to buy or an offer to sell a security in Canada. This 
information is provided for informational and educational use only. 
 
 


